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Briefing for Elected Members

TARGETED SUPPORT FUND: PRIORITY NEIGHBOURHOOD ENGAGEMENT

We are contacting you as a local Councillor as our first port of call to capture your thoughts and views on the Priority Neighbourhood(s) you represent.
This will form part of a programme of focused and intensive engagement work running from February to the end of March 2010. The overall objective of the programme is to inform and shape the development of the neighbourhood profiles and is funded through the Governments Targeted Support Fund, identified through ‘Real Help for Communities’.

Wakefield Together is developing its approach to service planning and delivery though the development and implementation of Area Based Delivery and Priority Neighbourhood arrangements. Over time, these will transform the way in which the Council and its partners plan and deliver future services and redefine how local citizens are engaged.
The Partnership recognises that effective engagement is critical to building stronger, sustainable and more cohesive communities. This in turn will improve the delivery, responsiveness and accountability of public services and providers.

The Wakefield Together Partnership has restated its commitment to narrowing the gap in levels of deprivation with a clear focus on tackling inequalities and bringing about improved outcomes in 12 Priority Neighbourhoods. These Priority Neighbourhoods are:
· Portobello

· Belle Vue and Agbrigg (part)

· Eastmoor (part)

· Wakefield City Centre

· Lupset (part)

· Airedale and Ferry Fryston

· Castleford, Cutsyke

· Featherstone, Priory estate

· Knottingley, Warwick estate

· Kinsley with Hemsworth, West End and Ashfield

· South Kirkby, Holmsley

· South Elmsall, Moorthorpe and Westfield

Wakefield Together is using an intelligence led approach to develop focused area plans and neighbourhood agreements. The Partnership Information and Intelligence Group have been commissioned to develop neighbourhood profiles for the 12 Priority Neighbourhoods using the various data sets held by a range of partner organisations.

It is essential however that these statistical profiles are supported by local intelligence generated by the communities themselves, identifying their own needs and solutions to issues in their neighbourhoods.

The programme is split into 3 key elements:

1. Identification and engagement of community groups, champions and activists in the 12 Priority Neighbourhoods, and enhancing intelligence of local concerns.

2. Build the communities capacity in the Priority Neighbourhoods identified for twinning.

3. Creative engagement event designed to reach residents not already engaged in the Priority Neighbourhoods identified for twinning.
We are contacting you in relation to element 1 of this programme.
