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Unit 1 
Your Local Rotherham Community 

A profile of Rotherham 

Rotherham is an up and coming place which has transformed itself over the last two decades to play a major role in the forefront of regeneration in South Yorkshire. The Borough has a proud industrial heritage but is now establishing a growing modern economy. 

More than half of the Borough is rural, characterised by attractive villages and rolling countryside. Most of the population of 252,000 live in urban areas, either in small towns such as Wath and Dinnington, or in the urban centre of Rotherham, with a vibrant mix of people and cultures. Minority ethnic groups make up 5.2 per cent of the population. 

Rotherham has excellent transport links to the rest of the country, served by the M1 and M18 motorways and an extensive network of rail and bus services. There are five airports within within a 50 mile radius, including "Robin Hood" airport near Doncaster.

Rotherham developed from a small market town into a major industrial centre based on coal and steel. The population of the present Borough grew from 17,000 in 1801 to 120,000 in 1901. Most of the traditional industries of the 19th and 20th centuries have now vanished although there is still a steelworks at Aldwarke and a coal mine at Maltby.
 
After a period of decline, the local economy has grown rapidly in recent years, boosting the employment rate from 67 per cent in 1998 to 75 per cent in 2004. Employment growth in the same period was 29 per cent, the highest increase in Yorkshire & The Humber. Rotherham's unemployment rate also fell to below the national average.

Rotherham is an increasingly prosperous Borough, with inward investment running at a high level. In the period 1995 - 2000, £200m was invested and more than 10,000 new jobs created, many of them in the information technology, finance and light engineering sectors. A number of leading international companies have made the town their home.

Rotherham town centre and Parkgate Retail World are the main shopping centres in the Borough. Much work has been carried out in the town centre through the Town Centre Initiative and Rotherham Rennaissance, which aims to transform the town centre and waterfront areas over the next 20 years. There are attractive pedestrianised areas and a redeveloped Centenary Market.

Living in Rotherham 

The quality of life in Rotherham is good, and the cost of living is significantly less than the UK average. House prices have risen rapidly in recent years but remain far more affordable than the national average. 

Educational attainment is improving year by year, with 2005 a record year for both GCSE and A-level performance. The good reputation of Rotherham schools means that people living in neighbouring authorities often choose to send their children to school in Rotherham. School buildings across the Borough are being transformed with the help of a £240m plus Private Finance Initiative.

The proportion of people from Rotherham entering and graduating from higher education has risen at a faster rate then elsewhere in the UK in recent years, with more than 1,000 graduates each year from the Borough. 

Rotherham has a wide range of leisure facilities and activities. Three new state-of-the-art leisure centres have opened, with another to follow shortly. 

There are facilities for a wide range of sports and activities, and the area is a haven for walkers - one of the biggest walking festivals in the country is staged here each year. There are numerous historical attractions, including the spectacular ruins of the Cistercian Monastery at Roche Abbey, the world famous Rockingham Pottery collection, and the award-winning Clifton Park Museum recently reopened following a multi-million pound refurbishment scheme.

The science and adventure park Magna, set in a former steelworks, has won numerous awards and accolades for innovation, and attracts thousands of visitors. The Borough also has a Civic theatre, Arts Centre and Gallery, and Youth and Dance Theatres. 

Rotherham is a comparatively safe place to live - the number of domestic burglaries has been falling rapidly. In fact, burglary figures are lower than in any of the last 10 years, and the lowest in South Yorkshire. Robbery has also fallen and violent crime is less than half the national average. Much of this success is due to successful initiatives by South Yorkshire Police's Burglary Reduction Unit and the Safer Rotherham Partnership - a multi-agency group which aims to reduce crime and the fear of crime. 

Health in Rotherham is improving and life expectancy rising. Major improvements are being made to the environment, river quality has improved dramatically, and recycling rates are increasing.
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