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UNIT 3
The Big Picture

What does democracy mean?

Democracy is a word frequently used in British Politics. We are constantly told that we live in a democracy in Britain and that our political system is "democratic" D Robertson, writing in 1986, stated that:
	"Democracy is the most valued and also the vaguest of political terms in the modern world." 


Democracy is based on the right of every citizen over a certain age to attend political meetings and vote on the issue being discussed. 
Democracy also believes that all people who have the right to, should actively participate in the system so that it is representative of the people and that any law passed does have the support of the majority.
Democracy gives all people the right to participate regardless of religious beliefs, gender, sexual orientation, physical well being etc. Only those who have specifically gone against society are excluded from democracy. In Britain, those in prison have offended society in some way and, therefore, their democratic rights are suspended for the duration of their time in prison. Once released, and having ‘learnt a lesson’, their democratic rights are once again restored.

Young People and Democracy; where do you fit, locally and nationally 

Locally 

· Rotherham Youth Council 

· Your local Area Assemblies meeting 

· School/ College Council 

Nationally

· The UK Youth Parliament aims to give young people between 11 and 18 a voice which will be listened to by local and national government, and other agencies that have an interest in the views and needs of young people
· The British Youth Council (BYC) is led by young people for young people, aged 25 and under, across the UK.  They connect with their community of member organizations and network of Local Youth Councils to empower young people to have a say and be heard.
· Heads-Up is a moderated, online space for under 18s to debate the political issues important to them. Young people share viewpoints with their peers and decision-makers up and down the country, develop political awareness and citizenship skills so they can play an effective part in the democratic processes that affect them[image: image1.png]
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