HYTWs resource sheet

Local Issues

Local issues – who decides? (45 mins)

1.  Participants work in small groups.  Each group is given copies of the case study handout which they discuss together. (20 mins)

Residents living on Local Avenue are becoming more and more concerned about  the appearance of the area. Their houses overlook a small park.  This green space is not well looked after; the amount of rubbish and dog mess seems to be increasing.  They are worried that the park will start to attract anti-social behaviour.

Who is responsible for dealing with this?

How can the residents go about raising their concerns and be part of finding solutions?

2.  Using post-its and prepared flip chart, the groups discuss and record:

· What are the issues that need addressing?

· Which agencies/services are responsible for dealing with the issues?

· How can the local community raise issues and be involved in finding solutions?

3.  Each group gives feedback on their discussion.  There is a general group discussion.  Main points are flipcharted:  (15 mins)
· What are the different ways that local communities can be involved in influencing and changing things in their neighbourhood?

4.  Each group decides on one question they want to ask each of the invited speakers – LA Area Officer and Councillor. (10 mins) 

· What question do you have about the structures and the ways of working at a neighbourhood level? 

· What question do you have about the role of the elected members?

They write down each question on an index card.
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