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Participation in ‘formal’ volunteering (%)
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% who feel they can influence local decisions
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Voting — % turnout at local elections (2007)
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Informing a Response
- opinions, activity and insights



vorkshiretutures

‘On balance’ neighbourhood perceptions by income
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% who have given time to improve their
neighbourhood - variation by income and time

All Respondants High Earning Low Earning Time Rich Time Poor
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Regular involvement in voluntary activities
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Are there any groups/campaigns/activities you would
like to get involved with, but haven't...if so, why?

Not Enough Not Convenient  Didn’t Know Wasn't sure I'd The issues
Time Anyone Hse have something have never felt
Involved to offer urgent or
important
enough
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How much free time do you have?

O Plenty
@ A fair bit

O Not enough

O Virtually none
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How would you use an extra hour or two per week?
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Neighbourly activity and people known locally

Organised Attended events Babysitting/childcare  Practical/DIY task
party/celebration

O 0-10 m More than 10
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People known locally v duration of residence

1-2 years 2-5 years 5-10 years 10+ years

o None m1-3 03-6 06-11 m 11-21 @ More than 21
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Perceptions of/access to local council and MPs

Il understand how local
politics w ork

I know w ho to contact if
I have concerns about
my local area

My council's w ebsite is
a useful tool for
accessing local

services

I have adequate access
to my local Councillors

I have adequate access
to my local MP

My local MP represents
his/her constituents’
interests
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Why don’t you vote In local elections (more often)?

Would like tobut Idon’t feellike The partiesare Don’t know Rarely anybody I'm not
practicalities my vote will too similar in enough about standing who I'd interested in
make it difficult make much their policies the candidates like to vote for politics
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Desire to influence specific local services
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Local health Local policing Planning Waste Local Local Parks play Economic
care housing local collection and education and transport and open development
dev management schools services spaces
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Insights and Issues Arising

Positive picture on neighbourhoods, varies by income
Most fairly satisfied with access to council(lor)s
Wide spread of ‘formal’ voluntary activity

Expanding voluntary activity will be a challenge — time
cited as a barrier, but inclination the bigger issue?

Extensive neighbourly activity within communities —
rarely recognised but valuable

Possible routes for stimulating greater engagement:
- Facilitating expanded social networks

- Working with people’s interests — e.g. home, sport
- Bold, distinctive and locally relevant council priorities
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